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I will examine how a combination of qualitative methods from social science research in general, and 
educational research in particular, can shed light on an LSP context, language courses in the English 
Studies (ES) degree. This study looks at the role of knowledge about language (KAL) in university 
language courses. Language constitutes the subject matter of students’ discipline and ES is the initial 
training for future language teachers and other language-related professionals. Therefore, the models and 
views of language presented at university will influence graduates’ future professional practice. My study 
focuses on the following questions: how is KAL approached in language classes? What are lecturers’ and 
students’ views of language and learning? As opposed to language courses in mainstream EFL, there is a 
lack of models for language teaching for future language professionals (Kormos et al. 2002, Leaver and 
Shekhtman, 2002). 
 
I will discuss how a qualitative methodology was used to find out about participants’ practices and views 
on language and learning, through immersion in a university language course over a term. Using a 
descriptive-interpretive paradigm (Guba and Lincoln, 1994; Cohen et al. 2000), I gathered data from 
classroom observations and interviews, analysed through the combination of ethnography and discourse 
analysis. I will discuss the methodological underpinnings of this research, decisions on the selection of 
data, interaction with participants, researcher’s stance, ethical issues, and warranting. Through the 
understanding of participants’ practices and views, this research provides a picture of how KAL is 
approached in a university language course.     
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